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REMARKS 

The above Amendment cancels claims 27-34 without prejudice and amends 
claims 11 and 23. Claims 11, 13, and 15-26 are pending. In response to a question 
raised in the previous Action, claim 20 in the previous Reply was noted as 
"previously presented" but it should have been "currently amended" as it replaced 
"washer" with "member." 

The Action rejects the pending claims as obvious under 35 U.S.C. 103 over 
Ichida (U.S. Pat. No. 6,290,621) in view of Cirami (U.S. Pat. No. 4,201,095). Ichida 
discloses a rear derailleur having pivot pins 58 that extend through the derailleur. 
The end of the pin that extends through the derailleur engages open-ended 
retaining clips 78. Thus, the clips 78 engage the pins 58 outside the derailleur 
linkage. Cirami discloses a gearshift, not a derailleur, that semi-automatically 
shifts gears, and is not seen as analogous art in the context of the present claims. 

Neither Ichida, Cirami, nor previously cited Nagano (U.S. Pat. No. 

4,6184,333) discloses or suggests what is claimed. All of the claims recite a retaining 

member contained within the links. Independent claims 1 and 23 both state that 

the retaining member is "located within at least one of said links." Ichida only 

shows the clip 78 attached to the pin outside of its derailleur (see Figure 4). 

Similarly, Cirami's clips 57, 58, whether or not properly analogous, are attached to 

the pin outside the gearshifter. Nagano, which was previously cited, shows only a 
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washer within the derailleur, and not the claimed retaining member. Thus, none of 
the references show the retaining member "located at least one of said links." 

The references do not show what is shown in many of the dependent claims 
either. None of the references show "the annular groove of the pin . . . positioned 
between an interior surface of the upper opposing portions and an exterior surface 
of the inner opposing portions" as claimed in claim 19. Nagano shows no groove, 
and Ichida's and Cirami's groove is positioned outside the derailleur. 

None of the references show "the annular groove of the pin . . . aligned within 
[a] recess" created by the first link's "inner opposing portions" as claimed in claim 
20. Nagano shows no annular groove, and neither Ichida's nor Cirami's groove is 
positioned within a first link's inner opposing portions. 
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For the above reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the presently 
claimed invention is patentable over the prior art. Reconsideration and allowance 
of the claims is respectfully requested. Should the Examiner desire a telephone or 
personal conference, the undersigned invites such a meeting. 


Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
United Plaza, Suite 1600 
30 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

ASV/SBS/tab 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mario Meggiolan 
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